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Note: The words ‘One Union’ is the trigger, click four times to bring up the words 
‘Wholetime’ ‘Fire Control’ ‘Retained’ ‘Fire Service Officers’. Then pause the slide.

SUGGESTED SCRIPT

The Fire Brigades Union represent all areas of the fire & rescue service from fire control, 
fire service officers, wholetime and retained, bringing everyone together as one team, 
representing everyone in it – with one voice. Of course, some issues or problems may 
be specific to just one group. Where this happens, we will work specifically with this 
group to protect and support them, and to improve their working lives in the service. 
We have won many campaigns on behalf of different groups of members, including:

For Firefighters – There are many examples of achievements for fire fighters, 
including protecting duty systems and stopping dangerously long working hours, 
but a fundamental and really high-profile victory was achieved in regard to pensions. 
It may be hard to believe, but only a couple of years ago firefighters faced having 
their pensions stolen from them by the Government – literally being forced out of 
pension schemes that many of us had paid into for decades and planned our futures 
around. The FBU stood up for us and took on the Government, the only public sector 
trade union to do so, and through an incredible and determined campaign, took the 
Government to court and won on our behalf! A huge victory which brought home the 
importance of being in the FBU;

Retained – The Fire Brigades Union has fought tirelessly for firefighters on the retained/
on call duty system, winning crucial recognition in the early 2000’s that ‘a firefighter 
is a firefighter’ and cannot be treated any differently just because of the duty system 
they work. We’ve built on that victory over the years and won numerous victories for 
retained members, including landmark legal victories to achieve equal pay, holiday pay, 
minimum pay and crucially pensions.

We are all one Service – so the FBU is One Union (CLICK)












